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SUBJECT: ACTION MEMO: SR~71 Overflight of Hainan 
gp! 6 Island December 31 


ie Your decision is ; requested meeent ve on whether Ee 
mesconaStetCinonibato PRC about accidental wpeeritnt of 
Hainan Island on December 31. 

Bes on December 31 a giant scale SR-71 mission out of a 


Kadena developed generator croubte while approaching 
“Wsig ls Argel Vent greteg atind Went 
Vietnam coast on inward neg of flight RAEN A Ae in 


aborting mission turned northward until he discovered 


a 


through Sitait Beene ah cloud. cover that he was approach- 


‘ing western edge of Hainan Island. Though he then 
- promptly started sharp left turn, it is estimated aircraft 
overflew island to depth of about four miles. Total time 


over island and territorial waters: several seconds 


around -0410 Zulu December 31 (2310 Dec. 30 EST; 1210 Dec. 31° 
Hainan Time). ~ After completing turn, aircraft went south 


to point below Da. Nang where it crossed to refueling point 
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oe Thailand, then returned, to Kadena. : Peedsdadiraanyg . - 
indications are that PRC radar tracking of flight in 
North Tonkin Gulf probably detected overflight of Hainan. 
-Chinese have not thus far reacted publicly, nor do-we 
as Jepeee they will (their last public quote serious 
warning unquote (No. 497) was issued paceuber 2955 1972 
dn BeScea OF to overflight of Paracéls). 


3. We understand it has not been our practice.’ in past 
Hers iba Lad 


to gay anything to Chinese about individual overflight area 


Pnekaentss If we explain the present incident to them, 


thagh ho believe that diiidia fy ati from their tracking 


Lf mas, be chine tt a bode. PRY & $e. gt tidings ain tp Gare le oF P 
that overflight was See baat: Fequest your decision 


- on whether to Sit tight or to say something promptly “to 


the Chinese. In either case, we believe Bush should Be. 


informed. - isa 
tke : 
4, If we Galore. the following is suggested: 


Quote: We are informed that about 11 o'clock last night 
Washington time a USAF aircraft may have made a brief 
and ‘inadvertent intrusion over a a of Western Hainan 
“Island. The dnetaene was the result of an equipment 

ilies ae The paded eateceust nad diag Range. 


malfunction compounded by a pilot Stren A ne aircraft bs 


“smissionwas-eancettedy—ami-it speedily left Chinese 


ie gece oS, 
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airspace, andunstimmned= « We regret the incident. 
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A. Say nothing to the Chinese at this time; 


the matter-after~your=Eettm, xz 


tye a & y 
a ee A oberg 
APPROVE a ' DISAPPROVE 
B. Have Hummel call in Tsien Ta~yung today ‘to 


explain incident, using language in Para. alee 


APPROVE DISAPPROVE 


C. In either case, inform Bush of incident and 


’ decision. 
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